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many alrossaft wsr® for all 


praotloal |imrposes dsstr^ed a^ how Ina^3r were loft rspalrablo. 

tiffis oswied to roi^ir d^saged airoxaft is imkaom. ¥• hav* 
m» rsport ^t as of mrly isigust abeat iCX) OAR airoraft had 
besn, or mm woHid rsmlrsd and rstamsd to ssrvles. 


ths dsfsQses at «aoh fisld varted. liott seom 
havo had sons kind of AAA^ and most Isxnsli losses oan be attri 
iRitod to it, Beporbs ra.Vf as to the effeotivwmuiof Arab air 
defense, $mm say -ttsat most Israeli airora ft were hit i ecame aa: 
that most 




The %7ptlan8 fired sonethlng like half a dozen 
SAMs, It is possible ^itat one Israeli piaae was downed tgr a SAH, 
tajt this cannot be c<mfirsied. For the most part, the Israeli 
aircraft stayed well be3ow the effectiw alidtade of ttie SA-2, 
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Ruffiori parsiet that tlia Egyptians httilt soae 
ttftdorgyound hangars, xMlng straight stretches of read for air stilps, 
and that the Israelis neutiTallzed these strotohes of road. We haire 
no laforoatlon to craiftrm or negate these rumors, but they appear 
unreliable. 

d. Iteber of ai rcraft Israelis allocated to mch. airfieli. 

the Israelis used varying numbers of aircraft In iheir 
attecks, la general, they struck in m^ts of foxEP aircraft at a 
time. 
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We have eyewitness reports of two attadts, the ones 
on Damascus and Amman. Damascus iims hit by four flights of fcmr 
aircraft each over a two-hour period, Ihe amber of aircraft 
attackir^ Aarnian is taiknowni individual attacks were made by flights 
of four aircraft. 


It appears that the Israelis attacked 
each field only as often as necessary until they wsto satisfied 
that the field was out of ocmsmiasion or aH the aircraft <m it 
destroyed. 


e. Umber oi Israeli air craft lost, by airfield. 

13i# Israella lost about 4^ aircraft during the w.r. 
E^e of these was a Soratlas deatrcyad ty strafing In one of the 
very few Arab attacks on an Israeli airfield. We d«ai*t know which 
airfield this was. Two Mirages and one Vautour were lost In the 
eeoond attack on H-3 in Iraq, These planes were downed by Iraqi 
aircraft while on bombing runs. These are the only losses for 
which the place and cause are kJKtwn, 


f. Number of passes ner lamsM aircraft. 



This tactic appears to have applied only to attadca on airfields 
but even ihm it was not followed in all instances, since we know 
from the atta<^ on Damascus that rockets were used on scsm second 
passes and at least two airfields were apparently not bomb^ 
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Qaly iramiticaia we» laad, fhas® inolwied 

bcfinbsp volets, and oaime m. Napalm was apparwatly not used agalEst 
airfields. I^e damage to airoxmft oen be at^d.bated 

largely* if not wsHrely, to 30 wm. oannon using aiwsr-pleroliig 
inoendiaxy asmoxoition. itooh asammition was used in the attack on 
the WB Idberty and would bo the meet logical choice for attacking 
aircraft m the ground. The actual mochaniem of dostructicai was 
^e ignition of fuel tanks j most of the Arab aircraft were apparently 
fully fueled and armed. 


tim] 


damage to runways ooitLd have been caused 
by ordSnsiy HE beaiibs, l&ioh has been made of secret ^mpons and new 
types of bmbs^ but the available evidwaee shows no evidence of 
them, Aoouraoy in the bombing of runways may have been the secret. 


Two ^pes of new bombs teve been m«nti<med, &>th are 
designed for low-level, high-speed delivery. THiey use ei^er a 
paraohute or retro-rocket to kill forward speed after release end 
then are driven into ti» runway by rockets attached to the rear. 
One type was Intended to penetrote the runway before exploding. 

The other exploded on the surfaoe, and its fragBents were supposed 
to pit the ^pface enouljh to reader the nmway unusable. 
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a Badtish avia tic® laafassin©, the rmmy at Jebel Idtui iiias piotured 
with two shallow bomb orators very close together which Idte magazine 


attaributed to a aew type of Israeli bcaab. 
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Ihere were uoltiple kills of aircraft both m the 
ground and in the air, the ground the multiples were caiosed 
both by closely parked aircraft being set afire by adjacent aircraft 
which v9Tm struck liy strafing passes and by ssve^l aircraft being 
struck on the sai^ strafing run. %ere apimrently were several 
multiple kills In aerial oombat during the ^rar. ^is <Ban be attri- 
buted toth to the skill of Israeli pilots and ti» Inoon^tance of 


Arab pilots 
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s« !lhe number of sorties the Israeli Air Force flew can 
only be estimated. Various estimates place the rate at about foxir 
to elf^t sorties per day per operational aircraft. With a total 
lnv«itory of about 240 aircraft, the Israeli Air Force could have 
flown 900 to 18<K) sorties per day. at least in the first day or two 


The high sortie rata ms primarily due to* 

(1) ixoellent maint^aanoe leading to tn-cosmisslon 
rates varying from 93 to 100 jercmt of available aircraft, 

(2) Short missions, many no longer than an hour asd 
probably many otoers as short as half as hour, 


TOP Sttfttl Ryl’F iliHE 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 :M{)^fP|{^0|^|||)01 00060002-3 






25X1 C 


25X1 C 


Approved For Release 


l»rjffD»09Z2A000100060002.3 

p FOPlieU OiSSEM 


(3) faoy short tum-eround tlmss, protefely abcait t«B 
mlznitssp pszhaps less Ijb sane oases. 



{5) faot that most aiisslons were n.owsB la day- 
llght» f iviag grouad ormrs the whole ai^t for isaiatenmice and 
x«paix«. 



l!,^,gsS4ia .£teg. .iMAi 


Zaraell pilots reportedly fly more hoars per mcaith 
than those of any ottier air force, Begid^r lAF pilots fly erary 
day, preoKsably fire days wo^. This would make monthly indi-' 
vldual nyU:^ hours range arcund 30-40 hours, 

Sxtent of malateaanoe atanddown prior to hostilities. 

The extent of any maint^nee standdowa lador to 5 
June is unknoxm. It protmbly was not great for two reasons. First 
the noxtsal state of naintsmnce in the lAF is extres^ly high. 
Seoc^d, the laj^ influr of reserve pilots i^ant that many practloe 
missions were needed. If there was a standidwn, it was most likely 
m 4 and the night of 4-5 June. 


3 * ^ 

day, for olose air suppoart. air defuse, oounter-air, and aircraft 
left on the ground? 


Me can say very little about the allooatlon of aircraft by 
type and mission. On $ Jinas very few aircraft were held to reserve 
for air def«Me, General S,L.A. Marshall states that 12 aircraft 
were held on the morning of 5 June, idien eight were sent up to 
response to Arab atteeks. It is quite possible that there wa not 
even thls^^oh of a reserve and Itet oveiy flyable aliuraft was seat 
to attack i^b alrfieids. The aii^raft left b^tod prototbly were 
those that could not be made flyable to time. 
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asvaral factors isdiaats -feat tlie lAP my tew ted rela- 
tlvsly good Buoosas agatost taidcs. Ilioso iaolud® the IAjP*s eo atro l 
of tfao air, the dessit terrain, aaad tha Arabs* habit of oarryii® 
sxtsTXial foal loada on their tanks. At the aama Maio, a tank is 
taallkely to be destroyed onlesa it is hit with bombs or rockets, 
althoo^ it my be disabled by mchinegons and cannon. Also, the 
Korean ^»r escperienoe indicates that it is extremely difficult for 
an aircraft to destroy a tank. 


4. Thm nnmber of Arabs killed and ^romdtd and mbSUgsa 
■fetriay of eatdBEent destroyed or tem ged during tfee mr. — S^t , ^.ro^t 
of this was due to aircraft? 

Casualties and mater iel losses due to air aotioo can only 
be estimted in rough teraa. 


25X1 C 



fhe total mjffiter of killed in action my ajw^t to som 
i5#000 - 20,000. Air aeticn probably accounted for very fuw of those 
killed or wunded in action. 



On belanoe, it is likely that the bulk of the Arab aaaor 
•tt»t ma destrt^d fell to Israeli ground forces, especially tank 
forces ^se primary mission la to oomter hostile armr. Kever- 
thelesSi the lAF probably contributed substantially and was 
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Th» nnmitloas used in oloee support were 7,62 ia» maohlno 
gm.B f 20 jma and 30 saa c»imoB of various tj^pea Inolvjding AP incHan- 
dlaxy, 82 raa rockets, and bombs, Kap ela ^s used to a limited 
extent against ixsnoentrated •feirgets. 






^weai 5 and 10 Jvme somstMBg like 30-K) Arab aircraft 
were domed in aerial coolmt. The Israelis olaln th^ did not 


lose a single aircraft la aerial etSBbat. {No Arab has ever eiust 
&jwn an Israeli in air-to-air ccia1»t. ) ' 










Infoiwatlon on the daily support givm by the lAF to parti 
oular units is unavailable. 






Initially, the Mltla Pass was an all-IAP show, and the lAF 
appears to have done nearly all the damage. The Israeli ground forces 
which did not reach Mltla until the evening of 7 Jtme, pretty much 
eonflned theoiselvee to blocddng foot troops trying to retreat through 
the pass. 




We do not know who destroyed the bridges over the Jordan 
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11. la thore any evldenoa that tfae IgmallA wgaM 
different taotlos If thalr atrlkaj: failal? 


We not know v*at Israel would have don® If Idle oounter- 
air strikea had failed. Certainly there were plans taking t!»t 
possibility into aocoimt. If the lAF had l^a forced to fl^t a 
relatively imdamaged foe, it \rould have takwa longer to establish 
air Bupeilorlly, but there was never ai^ doubt In the Israelis* 
minds as to the eventual outccaue, in agxeed ocmmmlty estimate 
before the war was that it would take the lAP frm 24 to 4® hours 
to establish control of the air without a proesaptlve strfhe on 
Arab airbases. 
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12. m.d the Israeli use much air at night? 



13, We would like to add a ccamsat on the Israelis* strat^o 
caacept of their air offensive, !H3ay obviously anticipated a shoi^ , 
war and had limited objectives. IMs conclusion is based m the 
fact that they did not to attack oi^er the Arab alx forces* 
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S»r9c»3£t<)I or t»!Sio iaastellaticms suoh as rspair shops or dspots. 

Ths sole foctts of the initial attaok was the neutralization of Arab 
air forces hr destroyii^ either their aircraft or their runways. 
Later, after air eui^rlority had bean gained, other installations 
auoh as radars and SM sites attacked to give the lAF freedom 
of jKrmBsnt over ihe battlegrounds , 

Tbla limited concept of operations has made it possible 
for the Aifebs, aspeolally the UAR, to reconstitute their air forces 
by patching runways and taking delivery of new alroraft* Morale 
factors aside, tte only limit on the Arabs attaining Ihelr pre-war 
level of air capabilfty is the speed with isdiich new aircraft are 
deUvared. 


It seesui obvious ttiat greater efforts would have bean 
directed at the basic structure of the air forces and ^rsoimel 
if Israel fctsnded to carry the war into % 3 ?pt proper or if larael 
had had doubts as to its ability to swiftly defeat the Arab 
anoiee on ^e ground. 
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